
Upper Mississippi River Hazardous Spills Coordination Group

Presentation to Region 5/Region 7 Joint RRT Meeting – St. Charles, Missouri – 4/23/2015
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 Before 2009 - Planning tools in place for the
UMR/Region:
▪ Region/area plans (Region 5 and 7)

▪ Inland sensitivity atlases

▪ Sub-area plans

▪ UMR spill response plan

▪ Site-specific response strategies

 In light of spill events (and associated
responses), identified a need for more
geographically-focused planning efforts

 US EPA and USFWS initiated collaborative,
inter-agency, inter-partner geographic response
plans (GRPs)

 Began in the Upper Mississippi River National
Wildlife and Fish Refuge (UMRNW&FR), focused
on UMR “pools”
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1) Overview Map
Shows Strategies
for Area

2) Selecting a strategy
point leads to detailed
description

3) Can then link to
tactics manual or aerial
photo
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All materials on stand-alone CD, which includes:

Maps & Strategies

 Overview Map

 Strategy Pages

Oblique Aerial Imagery

Tactics Manual

 Inland Sensitivity Atlas

Plans

 Area-specific Incident Action

Plan (IAP) template

UMR plan and field guide

 Regional plans

Supplemental Materials

 Resource overview document

Contact lists

Habitat fact sheets

Navigation charts



 Have completed full GRPs for UMR Pools 7, 8,
10, 13, and 19; as well as Horicon Marsh

 Response strategies only for Twin Cities (UMR
Pools 1 and 2, St. Croix River), St. Louis (Pool
27 and Open river), where full Sub-area Plans
exist

 All these available on CD

 Adapted for use in recent UMR incidents

 Complete UMR Pools 5, 5a, and 6 (this year)

 Next – UMR Pools 11 and 12

 Habitat and species fact sheets as companion
tools

 Work on providing via RRT5 website (viewer),
other venues in addition to CD

 Format can be shared with others if interested
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 5 rail cars spill Bakken crude, total of

approximately 150,000 gallons released to
river in Pool 8 on Wisconsin side

 Spill happens during the night,
approximately 2 a.m.

 There is not a large fire associated with the
spill

 Spill reaches river in Goose Island area;
estimated 2,200 waterfowl congregated in
area southeast of Goose Island

 Exercise begins at 8:00 a.m. the following
morning, with local and private sector
response in progress
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 Develop strategies/tactics/polices for in-situ
burning on UMR and in UMRNW&FR

 Regional SCAT training

 Ongoing UMR-focused training

 Develop media tools and messages

 Assess/increase exercise planning capability in
the region

 Relevance for recent incidents, ongoing
concerns

 FEMA-sponsored exercise in La Crosse (June
2015)

 Other UMR exercises

 Exercise materials available at
www.umrba.org/haz-minutes.htm




